
Galapagos Islands  

Description 

The Galapagos is a beautiful archipelago of islands off 

the coast of Ecuador. It is world renowned for its 

unique wildlife and landscape.  The Galapagos in part 

earned its fame due to Charles Darwin, who while 

observing the wildlife of the islands came up with his 

theory of Natural Selection. Visiting the Galapagos is 

like visiting no other place on the planet.  

While in the Galapagos you will visit many beautiful 

places and see many incredible animals. There is 

wildlife virtually everywhere. You will have the opportunity to snorkel a few different times, so be prepared to 

get wet and enjoy underwater wildlife. Wildlife species that are frequently seen on the island of Santa Cruz 

include blue-footed boobies, sea lions, marine iguanas, crabs, pelicans and finches.  

Price 

 The price varies depending on season. During high touring season, or holidays the tour price will increase, as 

most likely will airfare. However, we can give you guesstimate. In September of 2015 OSSO staff visited the 

Galapagos. These are the prices they paid.  

$360 flight to Galapagos + $20 control card + $100 entrance fee + $656 hotel/tour package + $80 for food 

(dinners are not included in the tour package) + $10 taxis + souvenir money = about $1260 

Trip Length 

The tour through Apullacta is 5 days and 4 nights. You stay on the island Santa Cruz and take day trips to various 

locations.  

 



Things to Bring 

 Camera 

 Sunscreen 

 Swimsuit 

 Hiking shoes (We suggest hiking sandals like Tevas, Keens, or Chacos.) 

 Snacks 

 Clothes 

 Water bottle 

 Backpack for hiking and day excursions 

 Cash (There is an ATM, but it can be difficult to withdraw money from it.) 

Laws 

 In order to protect the integrity of the delicate ecosystem the Galapagos possesses, there are certain laws that you 

must abide by while in the Galapagos. Here are a few to be aware of before booking your trip.  

 It is strictly forbidden to bring seeds, fruit, vegetable or organic matter into the National Park. You will be 

asked multiple times if you have any of these items on your person.  

 In order to protect the wildlife that flourishes on the islands, you are allowed no closer than 2 meters to any 

animals. Additionally, it is prohibited to touch any wildlife.  

 It is illegal to bring home any natural material from the Galapagos. This means you cannot bring back shells, 

plants pieces, coral, rocks, etc.  

Planning 

OSSO does not plan the Galapagos Trip for you. We have spoken and worked with a travel agency called 

Apullacta Tours. When you mention you are with OSSO to Apullacta, they will give you a discount. YOU MUST 

MENTION YOU ARE A PART OF OSSO IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THIS DISCOUNT OR BE PAIRED WITH OTHER 

VOLUNTEERS TRAVELING THE SAME TIME AS YOU. Volunteers are welcome to select their own travel agency. 

Since you travel through Apullacta, ALL FEES will need to be paid directly to them. To book your tour, learn 

more, or if you have questions, visit Apullacta’s website http://www.apullacta.com. You can find their contact 

information on the bottom left-hand side of their website. E-mail them at maritza@apullacta.com and 

info@apullacta.com. If calling from the United States, call (646)312-7145. You can also Skype them by searching 

for their Skype Name: apullacta.ecuador. The workers in the office speak English very well, so you don’t need to 

be concerned about a language barrier.  

Flights to the Galapagos can be purchased with LAN airlines at http://lan.com (you can change the page to 

English), or you can use OSSO’s travel agent. If you want help from Trent, email him at trent@velocitytours.com.  

Note that your itinerary in the Galapagos is subject to change. Apullacta has a tour schedule that they give you, 

found on their website. Apullacta will let you know beforehand, if they have a change in that itinerary. You will 

be given a specific itinerary before you arrive in the islands, which you can plan on following.  

http://www.apullacta.com/
http://lan.com/
mailto:trent@velocitytours.com


 

 

 


